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NUMBER PROPERTIES

 
You can use the number properties to make computation easier.

             Property                            Addition                    Multiplication

✎ Complete.
 1. 9 + 0 = _______ 2. 6 + 15 = 15 + _______                  

 3. 15 × 1 = _______ 4. 3 × 7 = _______ × 3 

 5. (16 + 4.2) + 3.8 = _______ +  ( _______ +  _______ )

   = _______ +   _______ 

   = _______

Commutative Property
You can change the  2 +  3 = 3 +  2 2 × 3 = 3 × 2 
order in addition and  5 = 5 6 = 6 
multiplication problems.  
The answer remains the  
same.

Associative Property
You can change the  (2 +  3) +  5 = 2 + (3 + 5) (2 × 3) × 5 = 2 × (3 × 5) 
grouping in addition and  5 +  5 = 2 +  8 6 × 5 = 2 × 15 
multiplication problems.  10 = 10 30 = 30 
The answer remains the  
same.

Identity Property
Adding zero to a number  2 + 0 = 2 4 × 1 = 4 
does not change the  2 = 2 4 = 4 
number. Multiplying a  
number by 1 does not  
change the number.

Distributive Property
Multiplication has a  3 × (4 + 6) = 3 × 4 + 3 × 6 
distributive property over  3 × 10 = 12 + 18 
addition. 30 = 30
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                   Meet your state standards with free blackline      
                   masters and links to other materials at  
www.HarcourtAchieve.com/AchievementZone
Click Steck-Vaughn Standards.

Number Properties

Answer Key

 1. 9
 2. 6
 3. 15
 4. 7
 5. 16 + (4.2 + 3.8); = 16 + 8 = 24


